
All right, ready to dive in with us today. 

Someone reached out wanting to learn 

about starting a Chihuahua breeding program. 

They send over articles and guides, 

so we're gonna break it all down. 

At first, you might think, oh, cute puppies, right. 

But there's a lot more to uncover. 

It's a whole thing, genetics, ethical breeding, 

even the business side. 

You really hit the nail on the head there. 

One article really emphasized 

that responsible Chihuahua breeding, 

it's not just about cute puppies. 

If you do it right, 

it can actually make the breed healthier overall. 

Okay, so you've got my attention. 

How does that work, making healthier dogs? 

Well, it all comes down to making smart choices 

about which dogs you breed. 

So instead of just thinking about how they look, 

responsible breeders, they make genetic testing a priority. 

Makes sense. 

Everyone's heard about some breeds 

having health problems, right? 

Exactly, like luxating betelas. 

That's a big one in Chihuahua's. 

The kneecap, it slides out of place. 

Good breeders test for that 

and they won't breed dogs that could pass it on. 



So it's like protecting the future puppies 

from inheriting those problems. 

You got it. 

And it's not just physical health. 

Ethical breeders, they look at temperament too. 

A Chihuahua's personality, playful or cuddly 

or a bit sassy, a lot of that's inherited. 

So if you breed dogs with great temperaments, 

the puppies have a better chance of being, 

well, good pets. 

Exactly. 

Which is good for the dogs, 

and the people take them home. 

But one thing that really stood out from the guides, 

even before we get to the puppies, 

the business side of breeding is huge. 

That's interesting. 

It's not the first thing you think about. 

What kind of business stuff are we talking about? 

Well, first off, you got to think about the money. 

These articles, they stress that breeding dogs, 

it's not a way to get rich quick. 

Right, of course, vet bills, food, all that adds up. 

Yeah, and that's just the start. 

You've got marketing, registration fees, 

what if a dog needs surgery? 

It's why the guides were big 

on having a serious business plan. 

Makes sense. 



You don't want to jump in unprepared. 

Exactly. 

And speaking of preparation, 

one thing that surprised me getting the dogs, 

that's not actually the first step. 

Wait, really? 

I would thought finding the right chihuahua 

would be the top priority. 

You'd think so, right. 

But the guides all said before you even do that, 

you need to have your kennel name registered. 

So it's like setting up your brand as a breeder. 

Exactly. 

It shows you're serious, you're in it for the right reasons. 

It's about building a reputation. 

Okay, that makes sense. 

Trust is important in any business, 

but especially when you're dealing with living animals. 

Absolutely. 

And along with the kennel registration, 

the articles really emphasized 

having a dedicated breeding space. 

So not just a spare room in your house. 

Not if you're doing it right. 

The guides said a well-designed space should be clean, safe, 

and as stress-free as possible for the dogs. 

I can see how that'd be important, 

especially for chihuahuas, 

they could be a little sensitive. 



What about the legal side of things? 

There's gotta be rules, right? 

You're absolutely right. 

One article made a big deal about knowing the local laws. 

And I'm guessing those laws are different everywhere you go. 

You got it. 

We're talking about how many dogs you can breed, 

the conditions they're kept in, 

even what paperwork you need for each litter. 

So you could be doing everything right in one place, 

but then somewhere else. 

Exactly. 

That's why the guides all emphasized doing your homework. 

Figure out the rules, talk to the authorities, 

make sure you're in the clear before you even think about breeding. 

Sounds like knowledge is power in this case. 

Yeah. 

But it's not just about the rules, right? 

You got it. 

It's about doing what's best for the dogs, 

even if it's more than the minimum. 

Ethics, that's a big part of it, too. 

Okay, so let's talk about ethics. 

Where do you even start with that? 

Well, the article is all focused on this idea of overbreeding, 

like when breeders only care about a certain color or look, 

not the dog's health, which happens more than you'd think. 

It's like they're treating the dogs like accessories or something. 

That's a good way to put it. 



The problem is breeding for just looks, 

it can have bad consequences. 

Like those hidden health problems we talked about before. 

Exactly. 

When you only breed for a certain look, 

those health problems they can get passed down 

through the generations, 

which kind of goes against the whole point of responsible breeding. 

It's a shame some breeders put profit ahead 

of the well-being of the dog. 

And healthcare obviously plays a big role in all of this. 

Did the articles go into specifics about that? 

Absolutely, they made it clear that vet care 

isn't just a one-time thing. 

It's an ongoing commitment, 

especially when you're talking about breeding dogs. 

So it's not just the first checkups or vaccinations, 

but ongoing care, too, 

especially for the mothers during pregnancy. 

You got it. 

And they even talked about how a pregnant chihuahua's diet 

needs to be different from her normal one. 

Did you know that chihuahua mothers 

need twice the amount of protein while they're pregnant? 

Wow, I had no idea. 

That's really interesting. 

So it's all about giving them the extra nutrients 

to help those puppies grow and keep the mother healthy, too. 

Exactly. 



And the guides even suggested looking into special supplements 

that are designed for pregnant chihuahua's. 

For example, calcium supplements are really important 

to prevent complications 

and make sure the puppies have strong bones. 

But it's not just about what they eat. 

Mental stimulation for the mom is super important, too. 

We were talking about puzzle toys earlier. 

I guess those are even more important during pregnancy. 

You got it, a stressed out or a bored mom 

isn't good for anyone. 

So keeping her mentally stimulated is really important, 

even if she can't be as physically active as usual. 

Okay, so we've got the nutrition and mental wellbeing covered. 

What about when those puppies finally arrive? 

What does that look like? 

Well, as you can imagine, it can get a little crazy. 

One article mentioned that once labor really starts, 

chihuahua's usually give birth within a few hours. 

A few hours. 

That sounds kind of intense. 

It can be. 

But most of the time, everything happens naturally. 

The mom, she just knows what to do. 

She'll deliver the puppies and they'll each be in a little sack. 

It's called an amniotic sack. 

I've heard of those, but I'm not going to lie. 

It always sounds a little weird to me. 

Like out of a movie or something. 



It is a bit strange when you think about it, 

but it's totally normal. 

Usually she'll tear open the sacks herself, 

clean off the puppies, 

and kind of nudge them to help them start breathing. 

That's amazing. 

Yeah. 

It really is incredible how those instincts just kick in. 

It really is. 

But the articles, they all said, 

even though most births go fine, 

you got to be ready for anything just in case. 

You know, knowing the signs of a problem, 

like if labor's taken too long 

or a puppy seems stuck, 

or the mom's just not acting right. 

So even though nature is pretty amazing, 

it's still important to be there 

and paying attention during the birth. 

Exactly. 

Someone's got to be there to help the mother 

and make sure the puppies are safe. 

Speaking of which, the articles all talked about 

how important it is to keep newborn puppies warm and dry. 

Makes sense, they're so tiny at that point. 

Right. 

They can't really control their own body temperature 

when they're first born. 

The guides recommended heating pads or lamps, 



but you have to be really careful 

and watch them constantly. 

They need that little nesting area. 

It's called a woping box to be nice and warm. 

Woping box, I've heard that before, 

but what is it, Kathleen? 

It's basically a space that's made 

just for the mother dog to give birth 

and then take care of her puppies. 

It usually has sides that are low enough 

for her to get in and out of, 

but the pups can't. 

It's got bedding like maybe old towels 

and of course the heat source. 

I bet it's super cute, 

just a pile of tiny chihuahua puppies 

all snuggled up together. 

But it's not all cuteness and cuddles, right? 

I'm guessing there's a lot of work involved at that stage. 

You said it, those first few weeks are crucial. 

They need to be fed every couple of hours, day and night. 

Every couple of hours, wow, that's a lot. 

It is and at first it's all about their mom's milk. 

It's got all those important nutrients and antibodies. 

That's their first protection against getting sick. 

So when the puppies are ready, 

how do you make that switch to solid food? 

That's where things can get messy according to the guides. 

You start with a puppy food that's easy to digest, 



kind of mushy and you introduce it slowly 

just a little bit at a time. 

I can just imagine the chaos of a bunch of puppies 

eating solid food for the first time. 

It's amazing how fast they grow and change. 

Speaking of changes, when do their eyes open? 

That's one of the best parts. 

Around two weeks, their eyes start to open 

and then they become much more aware of what's around them. 

I bet that's incredibly cute. 

It really is. 

And then around three weeks, 

they start walking around exploring, 

even trying to play with their litter mates. 

It's incredible to think that in just a few weeks, 

those tiny little things go from helpless to walking and playing. 

It's a good reminder that development happens fast at that age 

and that's why that early neurological stimulation 

or ENS is so important. 

ENS, what's that? 

It's a fancy way of saying that we introduce them to things 

in those first few weeks. 

Nothing too intense, just stuff that's good for their age. 

What kind of things? 

It can be as simple as holding them in different positions, 

letting them feel different things, different sounds, 

even tickling their paws. 

Those experiences actually help their brains develop 

and it can make them healthier, 



more well-adjusted dogs in the long run. 

Wow, I had no idea that those early interactions 

could be that important. 

They really can be. 

And then once they're more mobile, 

making sure their environment is safe is even more crucial. 

Puppy proofing times 10. 

So hiding cords, keeping plants out of reach, what else? 

One thing the articles mentioned was making sure 

the puppies can't escape from their little area. 

You wouldn't want a curious puppy wandering off 

and getting into trouble and vet checkups. 

Those are super important too. 

Of course, vaccinations and all that. 

It's all about keeping the puppies healthy. 

Exactly, it might seem like a lot, 

but that's responsible breeding. 

It's about those puppies 

and making sure they're healthy and happy. 

It definitely sounds like a lot of work, 

but in a good way, we've talked a lot 

about caring for the puppies and their mom, 

but what about finding homes for them all? 

Yes, the matchmaking part. 

The articles really stressed how important it is 

to screen anyone who wants to adopt. 

That makes sense. 

You wouldn't want to just give a puppy to just anyone. 

Exactly, finding the right homes for those puppies, 



that's one of the most important things a breeder does. 

It's not just about finding people who want a dog, 

it's about finding the perfect match 

for both the dog and the new owner. 

What should breeders be looking for in potential adopters? 

They need to ask the right questions. 

You know, check references. 

Really make sure it's a good fit for everyone. 

They have to be sure the potential adopters 

get what they're getting into, 

that they're prepared for everything 

that comes with owning a dog, 

that they can give a dog a good, loving home 

for years to come. 

So it's more than just seeing a cute picture 

and saying, I want that one. 

Exactly. 

It takes time, but it's worth it. 

Those puppies deserve the best. 

And while we're talking about what they deserve, 

I think it's important to talk about 

the money side of breeding. 

Right, because it costs money to breed dogs. 

One of the guides broke down all the expenses 

and it was pretty surprising, honestly. 

It really adds up fast. 

Food, vet bills, supplies, advertising. 

And then there are always things 

that come up unexpectedly. 



Like, what if a puppy gets sick 

or there's a problem with the birth? 

Exactly. 

Those kinds of things get expensive fast. 

That's why that business plan is so essential. 

It's about being realistic about the costs, 

charging the right tries for the puppies, 

and understanding that being an ethical breeder 

isn't about making money quickly. 

Exactly. 

It's about caring for the breed long term. 

And part of that is being honest 

with potential adopters about the costs of owning a dog. 

Because those vet bills can really sneak up on you 

if you're not ready. 

They can. 

But responsible breeders, they know 

to talk about those costs right from the start. 

It helps everyone, the dogs, and their new families 

to be set up for success. 

I really like that. 

It's not just about the puppies, 

it's about the big picture, 

making sure the breed is healthy 

and that the dogs and the families are happy. 

We got it. 

It's about being knowledgeable and compassionate 

and really caring about those chihuahua's. 

And speaking of knowledge, 



we haven't even gotten to one of the most important aspects 

of chihuahua breeding, genetics. 

That's right. 

And it's a big one. 

It's pretty amazing when you think about it, 

all that information packed into their DNA, 

like a blueprint for everything that makes them a chihuahua. 

So it's more than just like if a puppy's gonna have 

a long coat or a short coat, like it's parents. 

Way more than that. 

We're talking about their health, their personality, 

everything that's in their genes. 

So I can see why a breeder would want to understand that. 

But how do they even figure it out? 

Well, genetic testing's become really important 

for responsible breeders. 

It like you said, like looking at that blueprint. 

So instead of just crossing their fingers and hoping, 

breeders can actually tell 

if a dog might pass down a health problem. 

Yep. 

They can test for a bunch of different things 

that are common in chihuahas, 

like those luxating patellas we were talking about, 

even eye problems that can be passed down. 

That's wild. 

It seems like knowing that would be so helpful for a breeder. 

It really is. 

They can use it to make better choices about 



which dogs to breed and that means healthier puppies. 

It's like they're using those genetic blueprints 

to make choices that are good for the whole breed. 

Exactly. 

And it's not always easy. 

Sometimes a dog can be totally healthy itself, 

but the test shows it carries a gene for a serious problem. 

It must be a hard thing for a breeder to deal with. 

It is, but the best breeders understand 

that those hard decisions are sometimes what's needed. 

It's about protecting those future puppies. 

It really shows you that breeding 

is about a lot more than just cute puppies. 

It's about making those choices 

they're good for the dogs in the long run. 

You got it. 

And it's not even just the physical stuff. 

Remember how we were talking about temperament being genetic? 

Yeah, those Chihuahua quirks. 

They're loyalty, they're sass. 

Even just how much they love to cuddle. 

Exactly. 

A lot of that comes from their genes too. 

Ethical breeders will look at a dog's family history, 

their personality to try and match them 

with other dogs that have compatible temperaments. 

So the goal is to make sure the puppies 

have the best chance of growing up to be good pets. 

That's it. 



It's all connected. 

Genetics, health, temperament, 

how you breed them, it's like a puzzle, 

but a really important one. 

And it seems like responsible breeders 

are the ones who are willing to figure out that puzzle. 

Exactly. 

They're the ones who are really in it for the dogs. 

This has been eye-opening, really. 

I had no idea how much went into Chihuahua breeding. 

It's been great breaking it all down with you. 

And for everyone listening, 

whether you're a breeder or thinking about getting a dog, 

remember doing your research is key. 

Couldn't agree more. 

Ask questions and always, always put those pups first. 

And that's a wrap on another deep dive. 

Until next time. 


